
 
   
 
 
  

 
 

COVID-19 UPATE – May 21, 2020 
 
Dear Somers Families, 
  
I hope this finds you and your loved ones well and getting outside to enjoy the (finally) improving weather. We 
are working hard at SCSD to evolve and improve our distance learning plans. Below you will find information on 
the end of this school year, some updates on the distance learning plans, and potential scenarios for this fall.  
  
End of the 2019-20 School Year  
As of now, the last day of school for students in grades K-11 will be Friday, June 19 and for seniors it is Friday, 
June 12. As a reminder, the original school calendar has been adjusted so that classes will now be in virtual 
session this Friday, May 22. Teachers will work the week of June 22 to prepare for the likely changes to school, 
discussed below, that we will face next September.  
  
Though we are not able to hold our customary, end-of-year traditions honoring the accomplishments of our 
students, we are holding several events to celebrate. Please look in your child’s school newsletter for the different 
end-of-year celebrations. At the high school, events include a car parade for seniors on May 29, and a “drive-in” 
graduation at the Jefferson Valley Mall on June 23 at 5pm. A celebration for 8th-graders is scheduled for June 22 at 
6pm with a car parade ending at the middle school. The SIS car parade for 5th grade is on June 17 at 6pm, and the 
Primrose 2nd grade car parade is June 16 at 6pm. 
 
Distance Learning  
I want to thank all the families that have already completed the distance learning survey.  At this point, we have 
collected over 1,100 responses and captured many important, individual pieces of information and 
recommendations. In addition, there were three key, overarching themes that rose to the surface.   
 

1. The first clear need is for a learning management system (LMS) at the elementary schools. An LMS is an 
online platform or tool that improves communication, sharing assignments and providing feedback. 
Several weeks ago, we started the process of implementing an LMS at the elementary level and this week 
Somers Intermediate School starting using Teams as its LMS platform. Primrose Elementary School is 
easing into the process with our youngest students by piloting the user-friendly app See Saw this week, 
with full implementation June 1. This fall, Primrose will also use Teams as a gateway LMS to access all 
its online resources, including See Saw. 
 

2. Another need made evident by the survey results is access to a device by elementary students. While 5th-
graders have their own school-issued device, parents reported that 30% of students K-4 are sharing a 
device with someone else in the home. For this reason, we will be using funds not spent during the school 
closure (such as fuel costs and paying substitute teachers) to purchase iPads for each child in kindergarten 
through fourth grade. iPads were chosen because they are durable, easy for small hands to manage, and 
work with Microsoft software and other web-based educational technology. 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

3. A third clear priority was the desire for more live support for students. This week the elementary schools 
enter their second week of using Zoom for such purposes. The intent of these sessions is two-fold: to 
support the social and emotional needs of the children and to engage all students on the learning targets 
for the subject. Teachers will use modeling, questioning, and open discussion to ensure the learning target 
is achieved by students. These live sessions will connect with the previously recorded lessons. 
 

Assistant Superintendent, Julie Gherardi, and the Learning office will distribute a follow-up survey the week of 
June 15 to gather more feedback and insight from families.   
 
Potential Scenarios for September 2020 
Currently, there are no New York State guidelines for how to reopen schools this September. However, we are 
developing multiple school opening scenarios in Somers based on information from the Centers for Disease 
Control and the American Academy of Pediatrics. This includes, but is not limited to, social distancing, no large 
group gatherings, and isolation measures in the event of confirmed cases. We are also following educational 
guidance and resources from organizations such as the Johns Hopkins School of Education and the Education 
Commission of The States.   
  
At this point, the most likely scenario for the start of school in September 2020 is a hybrid schedule comprised of 
distance learning and a smaller number of students in the schools on any given day. This can be accomplished 
through rotating schedules or morning/afternoon shifts. Even these solutions still present challenges with the need 
to bus and feed 3,000 students each day, so until we receive further guidance from the State Education 
Department, we are unable to finalize any scenario. 
  
It is plausible that school districts will experience “rolling closings” if cases of COVID-19 spike this fall and/or 
winter. In the case of such closures, it will be necessary to initiate district-wide distance learning. It is our goal to 
leverage all knowledge gained throughout this emergency closing and gather insights from our teachers, students, 
and families to deliver an improved, more structured distance learning experience in the future. 
 
Please stay tuned for more updates. We will communicate new information as we receive it. Until then, please 
stay healthy and safe. 
 
 

Sincerely, 

 
        Dr. Raymond H. Blanch 
        Superintendent of Schools 
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